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Moraga residence on Electrified Home Tour

... continued from Page 1

“For 15 years, the
Bringing Back the Natives
Garden Tour focused on
encouraging people to in-
clude native plants in
their gardens. But five
years ago—because of the
climate crisis—we added
electrification to the tour’s
mission,” Kramer said.
“Now, we’re helping peo-
ple learn how they can
power their homes from
clean electricity instead of
burned gas, saving both
money and the planet.”

From 11 a.m. to 3
p-m., visitors filed into the
Chambers/McAlpine resi-
dence. Next to a vibrant
garden of edibles and na-
tive plants, the compres-
sors for the heat pump
water heater and HVAC
system whirred quietly
along the wall. Inside, vis-
itors inspected the
kitchen’s induction stove
and heat pump dryer in
the laundry room.

In the backyard, Quit-
Carbon and Four Dimen-
sions Landscape—compa-
nies that assisted Cham-
bers and McAlpine with
electrification and land-
scaping efforts—set up ta-
bles. QuitCarbon helps

residents transition from
gas to electric via a free
whole-home evaluation,
identifying utility costs
and available rebates.
“Homes are different and
complicated. QuitCarbon
helps you understand
what appliances use gas in
your home and what
you’re going to convert,”
QuitCarbon’s Adam Klaus
said. “For instance, it
makes sense to get a new,
heat pump water heater if
your existing one is 12
years old.”

Chambers’ and
McAlpine’s journey to
their all-electric home was
gradual but infinitely
worthwhile. It began dur-
ing the 2020 pandemic,
when they installed a
Tesla Solar Roof. This 6.3-
kilowatt structure, replac-
ing the existing roof tiles,
generates more than
enough electricity to
power the entire home.

To store the electricity
for evening use—or in
case of a power out-
age—Chambers and
McAlpine also installed
two Tesla Powerwall bat-
teries, located in the
garage.

Over two years, Eco
Performance Builders in-

stalled a ducted HVAC
system that warms and
cools the house and a
SanCO2 water heater, both
of which run on electric-
powered heat pumps that
receive energy from the
home’s solar panels. Sep-
arately, the homeowners
bought an LG heat pump
clothes dryer. The pur-
chase of an electric car
completed the ensemble.

The whole transition,
Chambers says, was rela-
tively free of difficulty,
helped by her experience
at a prior online Electri-
fied Home tour, where she
learned the practicalities
of electric living.

“Our house didn’t
have air condition-
ing—our whole day was
arranged around manag-
ing the heat. Now that we
have the heat pump, it’s a
real benefit not to worry
about that,” Chambers
said. “Going electric has
provided so many quality-
of-life benefits that were
unexpected but entirely
welcome.”

Homeowners often
debate the cost of electric
living. But Chambers ar-
gues that electric hous-
ing’s long-term benefits
outweigh its initial cost.

During fire season, Cali-
fornia’s rampant power
outages never affect her
home. “We don’t notice a
thing: while others are
turning on their genera-
tors just to keep their
fridges going, we’re fine
because of our battery
storage,” Chambers said.

Although not entirely
off-the-grid due to rain-
storms and a lack of day-
light during winter,
Chambers says her PG&E
bills have been cut to just
$10 a month. Moreover,
with a Tesla charger for
their electric vehicle, the
homeowners save a for-
tune on gasoline.

Federal support helps
residents transition to
electric housing. The In-
flation Reduction Act pro-
vides a 30% tax credit rate
for some electrified appli-
ances that are in service
by 2033. This cut Cham-
bers’ and McAlpine’s solar
roof cost down nearly ten
thousand dollars, from
$42,981 to $34,131. A full
list of their electrification
costs can be found here:
bit.ly/48ZbwCl. Scan the
QR code for the full home
fact sheet.

The Electrified Home
Tour is one aspect of

Bringing Back the Natives’
mission to promote sus-
tainability, with the other
being its annual native
plant Garden Tour, which
encourages homeowners
to plant native flora in
their gardens to preserve
local wildlife.

“Native plants have a
special place in the local
ecology—for instance,
some pollinators only for-
age or lay their eggs on
specific plants,” Four Di-
mensions landscape de-
signer Chris Garcia said.
“Additionally, native
plants are adapted to our
local climate and don’t
need extra water during
the summer.”

With the aid of Four
Dimensions, Cham-
bers/McAlpine garden is
now home to blue-eyed
grasses, manzanita, oaks,
and other native shrubs,
trees, and edible plants.

On May 4 and 5, the
free Bringing Back the
Natives Garden Tour will
feature 60 native plant
gardens and 30 electrified
homes. The Chambers-
McAlpine residence will
again be part of the tour
on Sunday, May 5.

The climate crisis
continues unabated—this

Wednesday, March 27, 2024

February marked the
world’s warmest month
on record. As Kramer
says, each of us can com-
bat its devastating effects
by transitioning from gas
to electric appliances. A
2022 study found that U.S.
homes can reduce their
carbon footprint by up to
72% by switching to all-
electric heat pumps.

“For the future of our
children and grandchil-
dren, we can’t continue
burning more gas,”
Kramer said. “The sooner
people electrify their
homes and cars, the
better.”

In addition to its Gar-
den Tours on May 4 and 5,
Bringing Back the Natives
will be hosting a virtual
tour on Apr. 6 and 7. Visit
bringingbackthen-
atives.net for more infor-
mation.
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Miramonte and Campolindo Open Mic

... continued from Page 11

As the evening drew
to a close, Tringe and
Wong concluded the mic
by announcing contest
winners. First place was
awarded to Campolindo
junior Sahana Sarvab-
houman for her poem
“My Monster; My Love;
My Mother.” Campolindo
senior Nina Damiano won
second place for her short
story “The Hunter.” Mira-
monte junior Ryan Lee
earned third place for his
story, “Dove in the Dirt.”

First place received
not only a T-shirt and
Sharetea drink vouchers
but also a free class with
the local Intuitive Writing
Project, headed by
founder Elizabeth Perl-
man, who also attended
the Open Mic. “I was
overjoyed to be there to
support all these incredi-
ble writers,” Perlman
said. “It takes so much
courage to tell your
story—I applaud everyone
brave enough to share
their writing.”

Creative writing holds

the power to bridge all
borders, and at the Open
Mic, sparks of connection
were forged between
young poets and writers.
“I loved hearing every-
one's perspectives and
thoughts expressed
through writing,” Culinco
said.

Tringe reflected on
the performance as “an
awesome way to bookend
[her] time as president of
the PAC.” While she grad-
uates this year, Tringe
hopes for future collabo-
ration as sophomore

Kawamoto takes over the
club.

Writing is deeply per-
sonal—and although
sharing expressive pieces
can be nerve-wracking for
many students, shared
vulnerability creates
community. “It sounds
cliche, but nobody is
judging,” Tringe said.
“Everyone in a room like
the Open Mic understands
that we all start some-
where. Often your work is
better than you give it
credit for!”

“Whether you realize

it or not, you already
share your mind with
others every day, in each
of your classes,” contest
judge and Miramonte
English teacher Colleen
Williams said. “You'll
never regret trying some-

Photis Gallers

thing new by putting
yourself out there.”

A list of all writing
contest submissions, along
with video recordings of
each performance, can be
found by scanning the
two QR codes below.

Writing Contest
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SHOP MORA

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured
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2016 Moraga Small
Business of the Year

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on %&;‘7
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center £ ="',

Professional Automotive .z ﬁi?it 'l:i'f' Gl
Service and Repair C_fﬁg{ =t SR
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530 Moraga Rd. * 925-376-0692

WW w.moragamotors.com
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SART Conllry

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

Moraga’s Premier Salon

Now offering
ombre powder brows &
eyelash extensions

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Mora;
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Moraga
(925) 388-1040

I $50 off for new clients

Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

www.HallofTaxes.com -

Hall of Taxes

Over 30 years experience

small businesses.

peggy@halloftaxes.com

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga
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Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

1606040

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

' z A good neighbor
has your back.

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce

MAKE LIFE EASY
SHOP LOCAL
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Licensed #805794, insured & bonded

Call 925-3"7'7-8°733 sfor FREE Estimate
Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

MORAGA RETREAT

CARE HOMES
residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care
private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM

(925) 376-2273




